
 

1 

 

Enforcement Team  

Meeting Notes 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010   1:15-2:45 p.m. 
 

Present: Paul Beaumaster (Rice County Attorney’s Office); Gary Braun (Recovery School of Southern MN); Dan Collins 

(Faribault Police Department); Richard Cook (Rice County Sheriff’s Office); Kathy Cooper (Rice County Safe 

Communities Coalition); Becky Ford (Faribault Drug-Free Communities grant); Chelle Marquardt (Rice County 

Community Corrections); Pat Parlin (Northfield Area Learning Center); Zach Pruitt (Northfield Healthy Community 

Initiative); Kathy Sandberg (Rice County Family Services Collaborative); Jason Schmitz (Lonsdale Police Department); 

Bob Sletten (Rice County Sheriff’s Office); Tori Stewart (Rice County Attorney’s Office); Mark Taylor (Northfield 

Police Department; Jessica Wolf (Project HOME) 

 

Minutes Approval 
The group reviewed and approved the minutes from May.  Becky will post the notes to the Enforcement Team webpage. 

 

Tori updated staff that the Rice County Attorney’s Office has one new provider case pending. Sylvia Segovia was charged 

with providing alcohol and contributing to delinquency of a minor. There is no court date set at this time. 

 

 

Social Host Update 

Sheriff Cook facilitated a discussion considering social host ordinances in Rice County. He reminded the group about its 

decision one year ago to table this discussion in order to see how the results of these ordinances played out in other 

communities. The movement seems to be growing across the state, with favorable results, thus the group agreed to explore 

the topic further.  

 

Kathy presented information developed by Gordy Pehrson from the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of 

Traffic Safety. The presentation: gave general background information on social host ordinances in Minnesota; defined 

the possible meaning and scope of such ordinances (including limitations); and demonstrated how these laws work 

together with existing Minnesota statutes. Currently there are 51 ordinances around the state. Only 4 are county-wide. 

Gordy couldn’t attend this Enforcement Team meeting, but is willing to attend subsequent meetings and has offered his 

assistance. For specifics, please see presentation slides attached to these notes. Overall, a social host ordinance could be 

another tool to prevent/reduce underage drinking; all agreed that it is not a “cure all.” 

 

The group discussed the fact that each municipality in Rice County, in addition to the County, would need to adopt its 

own social host ordinance. There was some question as to why so few counties have ordinances. Paul reported that 

counties operate differently, with some requiring townships to create their own codes. Other counties are sparsely 

populated. Both Scott and Chisago Counties wrote their ordinances in partnership with their municipalities. Kathy Cooper 

has a document she will share that outlines Scott County’s process. 

 

The group then discussed pros and cons of adopting social host ordinances in Rice County: 

 

Pros – 

 Fills a gap for those situations where someone under 21 is providing a venue for minors to consume alcohol 

 Another tool for law enforcement 

 Could act as a deterrent, preventing incidents of underage drinking 

 Consistent implementation across the county is important 

 Colleges are supportive 

 Investigative process is the same 

 Other communities with social host ordinances have reported less calls – has a preventative effect 

 Easier to “make a case” than a provider case        

 

 



 

2 

 

Cons -  

 Some communities haven’t used their ordinances 

 May increase the cost of enforcement 

 Colleges don’t have to financially contribute 

 Could result in less admissions if the specifics of law become well known 

 Not a good time for boards/councils facing budget reductions 

 Will be challenging to calm fear of property owners and landlords 

 Lack of community support 

 

The group discussed the level of support in both Faribault and Northfield. There seems to be growing support in 

Northfield for a social host ordinance among the college community and city attorney. A doctor from District One 

Hospital in Faribault was identified as being supportive of such a law. There may need to be more work done in 

identifying community members who are supportive and engaging them in the process of getting the ordinances passed. 

 

It was also suggested that in preparation for going before decision-makers that some anecdotal information be collected 

highlighting incidences of underage drinking where a social host ordinance could have been helpful. It was also suggested 

that staff prepare a presentation that could be brought to the county board and city council work sessions in order to get a 

read about how much support there might be from community leaders.  

 

Letters of support could be collected as well, but the group thought if people could attend these sessions in person, it 

would have more of an impact. Encouraging people in specific county districts to contact their commissioners was also 

suggested.  Paul offered to draft an ordinance for our July meeting. 

 

 

Other 

New Diversion Program 

Paul presented an opportunity for the Enforcement Team to be involved in developing a diversion program that would 

address offenses such as tobacco use and minor consumption. The judges continue to express the need to keep these kinds 

of cases out of court and a diversion program may increase consequences for offenders. The group expressed a strong 

interest in helping to develop this program. Depending on other agenda items, the group may start this work in August. 

Paul will tentatively arrange for the program director of a well-known diversion program to present at the August 

Enforcement Team meeting. 
 

Prevention Specialist Training 

Kathy mentioned that the Coalition will be hosting a Prevention Specialist Training in August, offered by State of 

Minnesota’s Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division and the Minnesota Institute of Public Health. The training is 5 days – 

August 12, 13, 17, 18 & 19. The cost is normally $300 for this program, but through support from the Coalition, Rice 

County participants will pay only $125. Space is limited.  Participants will also receive over 35 CEUs. Kathy and Becky 

will send information to Enforcement Team members. 

 

New substance 

Dan brought up a new drug being sold at the Faribault Tobacco Shop. Called “posh” or “spice,” this new incense-like 

substance, when smoked, has similar effects to marijuana, but with more extreme results. People who have used this drug 

report side-effects that have landed them in the emergency room. Lawmakers are working to make this substance illegal in 

Minnesota. 

 

Criminal Justice Forum 

Judge Neuville is planning a forum to discuss current issues related to criminal justice in Rice County. A suggestion has 

been made by prosecutors to consider automatically reducing misdemeanors to petty offenses/payables in order to reduce 

caseload size. This is concerning because it would essentially decriminalize these kinds of offenses. Paul will send out 

the information about this forum to the team. 
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Next Meeting Date: 

 

Wednesday, July 28, 2010  

Rice County Government Services Building, Room 3A 

1:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
 

 

What the heck is a 
SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE?
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A Social Host Ordinance 

addresses how a Reasonable Person 

ought to behave when 
there is potential harm to those 

under the legal age to drink alcohol, 
by making individuals 
criminally responsible

if they organize or allow a gathering
where underage alcohol consumption 

is taking place.

 
 

 

 

What  a SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE 

IS
A Social Host Ordinance* holds the 
individual** who provided a place for 
underage drinking to occur criminally 
responsible***

* Enforceable only within city limits, unless the county 

adopts an ordinance. (vice-versa)

** Any Age

*** Misdemeanor: 90 Days in Jail, $1,000 Fine
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A Social Host could be:

• A tenant (renter) of an apartment, townhome, home, or 
other property, who allows underage drinking to occur on 
the rented property, regardless of who provided the 
alcohol. 

• Property owners who are not present - if they supported 
the event by providing the alcohol or knew the event was 
going to occur.

• A family member of the property owner who is at the 
event, regardless of their age.

 
 

What  a SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE 

ISN’T

A Social Host Ordinance:

• Doesn’t apply to parents or property owners who are not 

present, if they didn’t know underage drinking was going 

to occur.

• Doesn’t apply to parents that allow their own son or daughter 

to drink alcohol in their home while they are present.

• Doesn’t change state underage drinking laws.

• Doesn’t mean a social host will “lose their farm or house” if 

convicted of the offense.
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VREALITY CHECK:

Alone, a Social Host Ordinance won’t  eliminate the 

problems associated with underage drinking in your 

community. 

But it can be an important part of the solution when combined with:

• Outreach and Education of Underage Drinking Risks and Consequences

• Server Training Programs

• No-tolerance UAD Enforcement  

• Conducting Alcohol Compliance Checks

• Fair, Clearly Understood, and Enforced School Policies

• Supporting Good Parenting Skills

 
 

 

 

M.S. 340A.503 (2): Illegal for a person 
to provide alcohol to a person under 
age 21. (Criminal)

M.S. 340A.503 (3): Illegal for a 
person under 21 to possess or 
consume alcohol. (Criminal)

M.S. 340A.90: A person who is 
injured, or whose property is 
damaged, by an intoxicated 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƎŜ нм Ŏŀƴ άǎǳŜέ 
the person who provided the 
alcohol for damages. (Civil) 

Social Host ?

Current Minnesota Laws:
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Minnesota’s Social Host Ordinances
1. Kandiyohi County

2. Mankato

3. Fairfax

4. Princeton

5. Waseca

6. Duluth

7. Willmar

8. Fergus Falls

9. Red Wing

10. Albert  Lea

11. Kenyon

12. Crookston

13. Baxter

14. Austin

15. Mower County

16. Cloquet

17. Wilkin County

18. Winona

19. Breckenridge

20. Hibbing

21. Isanti

22. Owatonna

23. Glencoe

24. St. Cloud

25. Kanabec  County

26. Mora

1

2

3

4

5

6
19
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17
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11

8

18

20

13

12
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7

15

9
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23

22

24

25
26

 
 

 

Metro-Area Social Host Ordinances

1. Chaska

2. Roseville

3. Lakeville

4. South St. Paul

5. Otsego

6. Ramsey

7. Maple Grove

8. Apple Valley

9. Rosemount

10. Prior Lake

11. Crystal

12. Minnetonka

13. Scott County

16
3

4

5

11

2

20

10
1719

21

14

12

8

7

13

1

6

22

9

18

15

14. West St. Paul

15. Jordan

16. Savage

17. New Prague

18. Shakopee

19. Belle Plaine

20. St. Paul

21. Elk River

22. Minneapolis

23. Elko New Market

24. Cottage Grove

25. Falcon Heights

23

24

25
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As of June 3, 2010

47 Cities & 4 Counties in Minnesota 

Have Social Host Ordinances 

51

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gordy Pehrson, Youth Traffic Safety & Alcohol Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety

444 Cedar Street, Suite 150

St. Paul, MN. 55101-5150

Phone: (651) 201- 7072

E-mail: gordy.pehrson@state.mn.us

www.dps.state.mn.us/ots

 
 

 


