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Court Monitoring – Alcohol Providers; Criminal Vehicular Operation & Homicide; Other Drug Related 
 

Name of 
Individual, Age, 

Residence, Case 
Number 

 Charges, Date   Type Court Dates Notes 

Esparza, Ken 
Anthony 

Furnish alcohol to  minor 
(12/16/2006) 

AP  Failed to appear/Warrant 

Smith, Branden 
Reid 

Contribute to the 
delinquency, furnish alcohol 
to minor 

AP Sentencing 10/20/09 at 
2:30 
Rule 5 hearing 8/25/09-
pled guilty 

Failed to appear; bench warrant 
issued with $6,000 bail and 
requirement for Pre-sentence 
Investigation 

Todd Olson 
Age: 45 
Northfield 
Case #  

Three counts of CVH 
including one for leaving the 
scene of the accident; one 
count of DUI   BAC .230 
2/18/2010 

CVO/ 
CVH 

Next court date March 2, 
2010 
Arraignment February 19, 
2010 

Posted bail of $50,000 on Friday, Feb 19; 
released from jail 
Charges from a snowmobile crash that killed 
41-year old David Markey, Nfld.  Mr. Olson 
has three prior DUI’s , including an "extreme 
DUI”  in Ariz 
 

Smith, Michael 
Lee  
Age: 
Northfield 
Case # 66CR092743 

Third degree murder Other Plea Hearing 3/1/2010 at 
3:00 pm 

Joan Janusz & Patty Gallivan planning to 
attend plea hearing and possibly read VIS 
at sentencing 
 
Delivering highly potent heroin to Jill 
Wetzel (Northfield) which resulted in her 
overdose and death.  The 2 D’s admitted 
to police that they traveled to the cities to 
purchase heroin for themselves and for 
the V.  After purchasing the heroin – they 
shot up and one of the D’s overdosed in 
the car.  The other D had to beat and 
smack the overdosed D to revive him.   

Eisenthuth, 
Andrew Bernhard 
Age: 
Northfield  
Case # 66CR092742 

Third degree murder Other Plea Hearing 3/1/2010 at 
3:00 pm 

Joan Janusz & Patty Gallivan planning to 
attend plea hearing and possibly read VIS 
at sentencing 
 
Delivering highly potent heroin to Jill 
Wetzel (Northfield) which resulted in her 
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overdose and death.  The 2 D’s admitted 
to police that they traveled to the cities to 
purchase heroin for themselves and for 
the V.  After purchasing the heroin – they 
shot up and one of the D’s overdosed in 
the car.  The other D had to beat and 
smack the overdosed D to revive him.  

Judd, James 
Age 28 
Owatonna 
Case # 66CR093831 

Charged with 2 counts: #1 
Criminal Vehicular 
Operation driver leaves the 
scene of the accident; #2 
same as #1 

CVO Omnibus hearing Apr 7, 
2010 at 1:30 pm 
Next court date Feb 16, 
2010 at 1:30 
Arraignment reset by the 
court to January 5, 2010 at 
10:30 
Arraignment December 29, 
10:30 

 

Pexa, Jeremy 
Age 29 
Elko 
Case # 66CR093146 

Charged with 5 counts: #1 
Criminal Vehicular operation 
great bodily harm & 
operation under the 
influence of alcohol; #2 
CVO  with .08 or more 
alcohol; #3 Theft, motor 
vehicle use without consent; 
#4 DWI; #5 Blood alcohol 
.08 or more  Crash date 
7/22/2009 

CVO Jury trial scheduled for 
4/26/10 at 9:00 Judge 
Borene 
Contested omnibus 
hearing February 19, 2:00 
pm 
Default Omnibus hearing 
December 30, 1:30 

Nancy Johnson (Minnesotans For 
Safe Driving) attended the omnibus 
hearing on Feb 19 

Johnson, 
Nathaniel 
Age 22  
Northfield 
Case #66CR093720 

Charged with 3 counts: #1 
Criminal Vehicular 
Operation (under the 
influence of alcohol; #2 
CVO (.08 or more); #3 2nd 
degree DWI 

CVO Jury trial scheduled for 
March 29 at 9:00 
Default omnibus hearing, 
January 20, 1:30 

 

Veal, Austin 
Age 18 
Faribault 
Case #66CR092930 

Charged with 4 counts: #1 
CVO (.08 or more); #2 CVO 
(.08 or more within 2 hrs of 
driving); #3 same as #1; #4 

CVO Sentencing January 27, 
2010 at 9:30 
December 15, 2009 pled 
guilty to Count 1 

Victim Impact Statement read by Joan 
Janusz; also present Kathy Cooper and 
Nancy Johnson 
Jail 1 year + I day, 335 days stayed, credit 
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same as #2 for one day, report for 30 days in jail Feb 
2; 3 years probation; $1,000 fine; 
restitution for property damage ($5,600); 
damage to vehicle   Reimburse crime 
board $58.60   No drug/alcohol use; 15 
hours of substance abuse education 

 

Gonzalez, 
Rodolpho 
Age ? 
Residence ? 

 CVH 
/CVO 

Sentenced December 16, 
2009 
Pled guilty to criminal 
vehicular homicide/operate 
a vehicle with negligence 
on October 19, 2009  No 
one attended court 

365 days jail with work release- Stay 185 
days; 
90 days to begin December 28 and 90 
days to begin November 11, 2010.  If the 
judge receives a letter from probation that 
he is in full compliance of probation then 
the 90 days jail in November will be 
stayed; 
Probation 2 years 
Fine of $1000, an assessment fee of $80 
and a public defender reimbursement fee 
of $400; 
Chemical Dependency Eval and follow 
recommendations 
Restitution reserved; 
May not use alcohol or controlled 
substances and submit to random testing; 

 
 

Smelser, 
Christopher Allen 

Furnish alcohol to  minor 
(4/26/2009) 

AP Did not attend court CFD- 2 years; 40 hours community 
service work 

Voegele, Delbert 
Francis 

Furnish alcohol to minor AP DOH at 11/10/2009 at 
1:30; sentenced on this 
date (K. Sandberg)  
Rule 5 hearing 9/15/09 
 
 
 

Did not qualify for court-appointed 
attorney; agreed to plead without 
representation.  Agreed to draft plea 
agreement…guilty to gross misdemeanor 
but sentenced as misdemeanor   
Sentenced to 1o days in jail, stayed for 1 
year; $300 fine, $80 assessment, 20 
hours of community service 

AP- Alcohol Provider 
CVH- Criminal Vehicular Homicide 
CVO- Criminal Vehicular Operation 


